
10,000 Eating & Venue Guides 2019, were printed in February 
These were distributed at the Street Party, all businesses in Sydney Road (for customers & staff to 

take) local Hotel/Motels, BMF venue, Brunswick Library and various other outlets. 
We hope you like the new design & layout, by local Graphic Artist, Sonja Adelle.
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CINEMA –Sparkly Bear 
Between Weston ST & Edward St.    
The Moreland City Council at a recent meeting, passed the new 
development of the 10 cinema complex, excluding any parking 
facility requirements. We look forward to the opening, which will 
attract many patrons from Northern suburbs. 

It has been a very long time since we had an operating cinema/
theatre in Sydney Road- this was the Empire Cinema, established in 
1915- where Aldi now stands. 

SRBA CERTIFICATE 
OF BUSINESS  
The SRBA Business Certificates 
were printed for 3-4 years, for all 
our businesses. However, now 
businesses have to sign up in order 
to become an “official Member” of 
the SRBA. If you are a member and 
would like us to print a Certificate 
for you to display within your 
business, please let us know! 

GRAFFITI REMOVAL PROGRAM:     
As a once off, the façades and areas around the front of premises 
are having the graffiti removed or painted over. The team ( MCC and 
Corrective Services) are well on their way up the street, with certain 
sections in the North also complete. Here is a perfect example of the 
difference this one-off program is achieving.  

SYDNEY ROAD EVENTS 

MITS- MORELAND INTEGRATED TRANSPORT STRATEGY.
The Strategy was passed by all Councillors,(except Sth Ward  
Cr. Lambros Tapinos), at the Council Meeting  Wed. 13th March.  
Cr. Dale Martin proposed 18 Amendments, where some were passed 
and some not- after various  Councillors spoke for or against. A draft 
of the MINUTES and outcomes will be available on the MCC website- at 
some stage in the future. With the main aim to get people out of cars, 
(and less congestion on the streets) many aspects of the plan will 
effect the parking restrictions in and around Sydney Road Brunswick. 

However, it has been noted that all stakeholders will be invited to 
CONSULT prior to any changes being made. We expect to be informed 
and invited to these sessions, to raise issues and impacts on the 
businesses. However, we may need your help and support in the 
mission to keep Sydney Road shopping strip alive and physically 
accessible to all, in our Community.   

TAKE CARE OF YOURSELF, YOUR STAFF & 
YOUR HARD-EARNED $$ 

STREET SMART SAFETY VIDEO: 
Please encourage your staff to look at this safety video the SRBA 
made in response to the horrific murder of Jill Meagher, and also the 
uncertainty that arose, from women walking our streets at night. It’s 
a practical 23 minute video, suggesting some courses of action along 
with sensible   ‘tips ’ from expert speakers. This is aimed at shop-own-
ers and staff, leaving their stores after 5.30pm, (especially  in winter 
when it  is dark.)It highlights several precautions for everyone to 
take, walking extra distances to their cars, home or  transport etc. 

You may think you know what to do in a threatening situation, but it’s 
always good to learn more and have some strategies, ready. Sit your 
staff member down, with a cuppa coffee and make sure they watch it- 
even whilst at work. There’s always some satisfaction in knowing that 
you have tried your best to keep the workers safe.  

Video available at www.sydneyroad.com.au

POLICE – BUSINESS SECURITY KITS
Victoria Police have Business Security Information Kits available 
which contain useful info. to help protect your business when it 
comes to: Aggressive People/Armed Robbery/Cash Handling/
CCTV/Counter Terrorism/Credit Card Fraud/Electronic Crime/
Securing Your Business/Telephone Threats/Theft By Employees/
Theft From Shop & Vandalism. Available to download from:  
www.police.vic.gov.au/business-and-commercial#business-security-
information-ekit

MORELAND CITY COUNCIL EVENTS 
TRAINING FOR YOUR RETAIL BUSINESS/One-on-One/ Fully Funded
Moreland City Council’s Retail Mentoring Program offers eligible 
businesses access to business experts who offer individualised 
support and training to help grow their online presence, learn new 
skills in digital management or develop a business strategy.
MCC has partnered with specialist industry advisors to work one-on-
one  with retailers, at their business, and at a time that suits them. Up 
to 3 sessions allocated. You can choose to be mentored on one of the 
following topics: development of a custom website or upgrade to an 
existing site; social media training and development of a digital 
marketing strategy; business strategy. 
For more info. & to register: www.businessmoreland.com.au/
support/retailer-mentoring-program/

MCC CONVERGER - THINK LIKE AN ENTREPRENEUR  
with TRIBE founder Jules Lund
Thurs. 11 April 2019, 5:30 -8:30pm
@ 9 Warner Street, Coburg North

MORELAND BUSINESS WOMEN’S NETWORK COFFEE 
CONVERSATIONS
Tues. 2 April, 10:00-11:30am
The Fork Café @ 52 Bonwick Street, Fawkner, 3060
Provides local business women with an opportunity to meet and  
network with a guest speaker, sharing their insights, tips and 
expertise. Register at www.businessmoreland.com.au/business-
events

ARTICLE BY: JAYLENE FALKNER 
Hi I’m Jaylene, Owner of Finki Handmade 
@159 Sydney Rd. The heart of our 
business is making clothing, jewellery and 
accessories right here in our Brunswick 
studio that we sell exclusively in our 
vibrant retail space. We’re all about colour 
and print, slow fashion, ethical production 
and proudly stock the work of many local 
makers. 
I originally began my journey on Sydney 
Rd in 2009 as a part of the maker 
collective, ‘Olive Grove studios’. Back 
then, I rented a small rack to display my 
products and only worked one day a week.
Over 10 years, my involvement at 159 has 
changed from being a collective member, 
to running the shop as a partnership, to 
now owning Finki and running it with my 
hubby, Tynan.

Throughout all of these changes, one 
constant was the SRBA.
The ongoing support in activating the 
street and bringing people out to discover 
what we do has been fabulous.
Thanks to SRBA, we’ve been in film shoots, 
photo shoots, art displays, festivals and so 
much more.
Being a small business with such a narrow 
focus on the day to day running of our 
business … marketing and fun events 
are often something we just don’t make 
enough time for, so having the SRBA there 
to keep us all connected, striving and 
thriving has been so rewarding.
In 2018, after working in Brunswick for 
9 years, my family and I finally moved 
into Brunswick and this year, when Claire 
of SRBA asked if we wanted to join the 
committee, we finally said yes.

We felt it was our time to start giving back 
to an organisation who have helped us 
achieve so much over the years.
Our hope is to be a voice for other small 
businesses in the area, continuing to 
support and grow this thriving community 
that we’ve come to know and love.

Jay x

SRBA NEWS - Committee Member

Tynan Babbel & Jaylene Falkner
Finki Handmade @159

SYDNEY ROAD WRITER’S CONTEST & CUP 2019
Our annual contest in 2019 is partnering with the larger festival of 
EMERGING WRITERS FESTIVAL 19-29 JUNE. We will still be registering 
performers, holding the contest nights in Sydney Road venues, but to 
attract more writers and poets, we will be part of the whole Festival. 
This will also ‘spread the word’ a little further. 70 events are held 
over 10 days, under their umbrella, and all around Melbourne. It 
attracts over 350 applicants and invites many well-known associated 
celebrities and writers. The Brunswick Mechanics will be the central 
Hub for this Festival in Brunswick, in June, 2019.    

A BIG THANK-YOU TO THE MORELAND CITY COUNCIL. 
Once again the MCC put on the Street Party in Sydney Road. This is a 
huge commitment and a very large event to organise. We thank the 
team from Arts & Culture who managed the road closure, stages & 
countless logistics, many stalls & traders and still attracted a large 
crowd on a scorching hot day.  A new genre in the programming for 
the Brunswick Music Festival performances, brought a different 
contemporary feel and appealed to the younger set. The Moreland 
Hotel was a first time  inclusion for the Masquerade Ball- in the main 
dining area ! Check out the pics @ The Moreland Hotel Facebook.

 
STREET PARTY UPDATE – SRBA STALL     
The Street Party was a busy day for the SRBA team, with over 3,300 
bags being handed out in preparation for their travels around the mu-
nicipality, or interstate with many likely to end up touring the world 
over someone’s shoulder! All getting the name of  SYDNEY ROAD out 
there! Tee shirts were also very popular with over 300 being sold in 
both black & white. TEE SHIRTS AVAILABLE ( in both black & white) 
at the SRBA office- 1 for $10 /  2 for $15- @ L1/233 Sydney Road.

SRBA stall - outside the Town hall

JOIN THE SYDNEY ROAD TRADER 
FACEBOOK PAGE TO:
• SHARE INFO!
• GET TIPS & ALERTS!
• CROSS-PROMOTE!  
• What’s HAPPENING on the STREET

WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER!
Head to: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
sydneyroadtraders for Group Guidelines & to Join!



NEW BUSINESSES ON SYDNEY RD

BARKLY SQUARE 

BOOST JUICE
Kylie, a Brunswick local, stumbled across this amazing opportunity by 

accident... she was looking at buying an apartment, when she saw an ad to 
buy a Boost franchise.  She wanted to show her 4 kids that females are fierce 
and independent and can do anything, so she bought a Boost store, and even 

has 2 of her girls working with her there! They are loving the community 
feel, both in Barkly Square and Sydney Road overall, and enjoy being a part 
of something so locally proud & organic. They are passionate about getting 
involved with the community – they even sponsor West Brunswick Amateur 

Football Club and Brunswick Hockey club!

L1/242A
KATSAROS & ASSOCIATES

Katsaros & Associates, a reputable Migration Agency, founded 5 years ago 
by Coburg Local, Mr Dimitrios Katsaros, has officially moved to its new home 
in the heart of Brunswick. Founder, Solicitor and Principal Migration Agent 

Mr Dimitrios Katsaros established the award- winning firm with the sole 
purpose to go above and beyond in assisting those wanting to call Australia 

home. Ethnic diversity and strong community morale were the driving 
factors behind the rehoming of K&A to Sydney Road. With a 99% success 
record, Katsaros & Associates hopes to assist even more people with their 

Migration, Accounting and Legal needs. 

365
HARPER & BLOHM

Harper and Blohm is the result of owner Olivia Sutton’s dream to open a 
cheese shop to share her passion for quality cheese, promote local cheese 

makers and other local artisan producers. After 3.5 years next to the Prince 
Wine Store on Albion Street, Essendon, H&B had outgrown the tiny space & 
the opportunity to open on Sydney Rd was too good to miss. The move has 
opened up lots of new opportunities including a small café serving grilled 
cheese sandwiches, quiche & salads all featuring “cheese”, Market Lane 

batch brew coffee, fresh bread, St David Dairy milk, a small well thought out 
selection of local free range charcuterie, take home meals  such as Mac & 

Cheese and much more.

550
COOLABAH CHARMS

Coolabah Charms was established in Brunswick in 2008.  The Coolabah 
Charms range of bespoke personalised jewellery is designed and made here 
in Australia. Coolabah Charms specialize in engraving, hand-stamping and 
3D printing sterling silver and gold. They engrave rings, bangles, pendants 

and other jewelry items in Arabic, Italian, English and Greek.  Coolabah 
Charms was looking for a functional studio and workspace and found a 

beautiful spacious store on Sydney Road. They look forward to serving the 
community and integrating into the retail space.


